How many deaths were caused by the French wars of decolonization?

The French wars of decolonization caused several hundred thousand deaths, although estimates
vary depending on the source and the conflict. Here is an overview of the main wars of
decolonization and their approximate death tolls:

1. Indochina War (1946-1954)

e Approximately 500,000 to 800,000 deaths , including:
e 300,000 to 500,000 Vietnamese (military and civilians)
e 75,000 French and French Union soldiers

e Thousands of Laotians and Cambodians
2. Algerian War (1954-1962)

e Between 400,000 and 1,500,000 deaths according to estimates (the most frequently
cited figure is 500,000 to 600,000 deaths ), including:
e 350,000 to 500,000 Algerians (combatants and civilians)
e 25000 to 30,000 French soldiers
e 60,000 to 150,000 Harkis (pro-French Algerian soldiers, often massacred
after independence)
3. Madagascar Crisis (1947-1949)

e Approximately 30,000 to 90,000 deaths , mainly Malagasy people killed by French
repression.
4. Cameroon War (1955-1971)

e Estimates vary widely, between 20,000 and 300,000 deaths (French repression being
particularly violent against the Union of the Peoples of Cameroon, UPC).

In total, the French decolonization wars are estimated to have caused between 1 and 2 million
deaths according to the most general estimates.



Why has France never been able to decolonize peacefully?

France had great difficulty in decolonizing peacefully for several historical, political, and cultural
reasons:

1. A deep attachment to the colonial empire

e Unlike the United Kingdom, which had a more pragmatic approach to decolonization, France viewed
its empire as an extension of the nation itself, especially with the policy of assimilation .

o The idea that certain colonies were an integral part of the Republic (such as Algeria, considered as
French departments) made their independence politically unacceptable to many.

2. An initial refusal to negotiate with the independence movements

o France has long sought to maintain its empire by force, viewing independence movements as
rebellions to be crushed.

e The most striking example is the Algerian War (1954-1962) , where France refused any negotiation
before being forced to grant independence after eight years of war.

3. Major economic and strategic interests

e The colonies represented important economic interests: raw materials, markets, cheap labor.
e From a military and geopolitical standpoint, losing the empire meant losing international prestige.

4. The impact of the Second World War

o The defeat of 1940 and the German occupation weakened France's position, giving hope to
independence movements.

o France, humiliated, wanted to reaffirm its power by keeping its empire, which led to violent colonial
wars (Indochina, Algeria).

5. A transition that is often brutal and authoritarian

o When France finally granted independence, it often did so by imposing very strict conditions
(economic and military agreements favorable to Paris).

o In some cases, it has supported coups or regimes favorable to its interests, thus establishing
neocolonialism.

6. A few rare exceptions of peaceful decolonization

e Some colonies gained their independence without war, such as Morocco and Tunisia in 1956, but
this was achieved after strong pressure and an escalation of violence.

e Independence in sub-Saharan Africa in 1960 took place without open war, but under strict French
control (ex: "Francafrique™).

In short, France decolonized painfully because it wanted to preserve its empire at all costs, refusing for too
long to acknowledge the inevitable rise of nationalism. When it finally relinquished control, it was often after
bloody conflicts or under conditions that maintained its influence.



Did France attempt to provoke the partition of Vanuatu at the time of its independence?

Yes, France did indeed try to influence the political situation at the time of Vanuatu's independence
in 1980, notably by supporting a separatist movement on the island of Espiritu Santo.

Historical context

Before its independence, Vanuatu was a Franco-British condominium, a unique situation where the
two colonial powers jointly administered the archipelago. However, the British were more in favor
of a swift independence, while France feared that this would strengthen Anglophone and Protestant
influence in the region.

Attempt at a score with the movement "Nagriamel"

A separatist movement called Nagriamel , led by Jimmy Stevens , emerged, primarily on the
island of Espiritu Santo. This movement, which enjoyed the support of some French settlers and
networks of economic interests linked to France, demanded autonomy, or even independence, for
the island from the rest of what would become Vanuatu.

In 1980, shortly before Vanuatu's independence, Jimmy Stevens and his supporters proclaimed the
independence of Espiritu Santo under the name "Republic of Vemarana" , with logistical and
financial support from French actors, including settlers and companies exploiting local resources.

Vanuatu government reaction and military intervention

The newly elected Vanuatuan government, led by Walter Lini , requested military assistance to
suppress the rebellion. The United Kingdom agreed to intervene with the support of Papua New
Guinea, while France adopted an ambiguous stance, refraining from taking direct action against the
separatists. Ultimately, Jimmy Stevens' movement was crushed, and he was arrested and convicted.

Conclusion

Although France did not officially attempt to partition Vanuatu, it indirectly supported a separatist movement
that could have divided the country at the time of its independence. This policy was part of a broader French
strategy of influence in the Pacific, where it sought to maintain a presence in the face of the growing
Anglophone influence in the region.



Has France committed crimes against humanity?

Yes, France has been involved in crimes that could be classified as crimes against humanity,
particularly during colonization, certain wars, and periods of violent repression. Here are some
striking examples:

1. The Slave Trade and Slavery (17th-19th centuries)

¢ France actively participated in the transatlantic slave trade, deporting millions of Africans to
the colonies (Antilles, Guyana, Réunion).

e Slavery was institutionalized by the Code Noir (1685) under Louis XIV, imposing inhumane
conditions on slaves.

e In 2001, the Taubira law recognized trafficking and slavery as crimes against humanity.

2. The Crimes of Colonization (19th-20th centuries)

o Algeria (1830-1962) : The conquest of Algeria led to large-scale massacres (e.g., the Dahra
cave suffocation in 1845).

e Madagascar (1947-1948) : The repression of the Malagasy uprising caused between 30,000
and 100,000 deaths.

e Cameroon (1955-1960) : The repression of the Union of the Peoples of Cameroon (UPC)
resulted in thousands of victims.

3. The Algerian War (1954-1962)

e Large-scale use of torture by the French army.

e Summary executions and massacres (e.g., Sétif, Guelma and Kherrata in 1945, Paris in
1961).

e In 2021, Emmanuel Macron acknowledged the responsibility of the French state in the
assassination of Algerian nationalist activists.

4. The Repression of Independence Supporters in Metropolitan France

e The massacre of October 17, 1961 in Paris, where dozens of Algerians were killed by the
French police.
e The repression of the demonstration of February 8, 1962 at the Charonne metro station.

Recognition and Current Debates

e Some of these crimes have been officially recognized (slavery, the Algerian War), but others
remain subject to debate.

e The recognition of crimes against humanity by a State is a complex political and legal
process.

France, like other colonial powers, therefore bears a historical responsibility for these acts.



Can France be called the homeland of human rights given the crimes against humanity
committed during decolonization?

France often claims to be the homeland of human rights , particularly because of the Declaration of
the Rights of Man and of the Citizen of 1789, which has influenced numerous constitutions and
international declarations. However, this claim is contested, especially in light of its colonial past
and the crimes committed during decolonization.

During the colonial period, and particularly during the wars of independence (such as in Algeria,
Madagascar, and Indochina), France was responsible for numerous atrocities: torture, massacres of
civilians, violent repression, forced displacement, etc. Some historians and legal experts consider
these acts to constitute crimes against humanity, even though their official recognition remains a
subject of political debate.

Therefore, describing France as the homeland of human rights may seem paradoxical, as it obscures
entire periods of its history marked by massive violations of those same rights. This illustrates a
double standard: on the one hand, an attachment to the universal principles of human rights; on the
other, a historical reality marked by contradictions and violence, particularly within the colonial
context.

The debate remains open: for some, this expression reflects an ideal to be achieved rather than an
absolute historical reality; for others, it masks hypocrisies and a refusal to fully assume
responsibility for the past.



What war crimes and crimes against humanity were recorded by France during
decolonization?

French decolonization was marked by numerous war crimes and crimes against humanity,

particularly in Indochina and Algeria. Here are some of the most atrocious crimes documented:

Indochina War (1946-1954)

1.

Massive use of napalm : The French army used napalm, notably during the Battle of Dien
Bien Phu (1954), causing horrific burns to civilians and Vietnamese combatants.

. Summary executions and torture : Many Vietnamese prisoners were executed without

trial, and torture was commonplace in French camps. Vietnamese prisoners were subjected
to abuse, electrocution, drowning, and mutilation by French intelligence services.
Massacres of civilians : Entire villages suspected of harboring the Viet Minh were
sometimes burned down, and their inhabitants executed.

My Trach Massacre (1947) : In retaliation for a Viet Minh attack, the French army
allegedly executed and burned alive hundreds of Vietnamese villagers, including women and
children.

Algerian War (1954-1962)

1.

Systematic torture : The French army widely used torture against FLN militants and
civilians suspected of supporting the rebellion (electrocution, waterboarding, rape, various
forms of abuse). This practice was particularly prevalent during the Battle of Algiers (1957).
"Bigeard Shrimp" : Dropping live prisoners from helicopters into the Mediterranean Sea or
the desert, a practice attributed in particular to General Marcel Bigeard and the Foreign
Legion.

Massacre of Sétif, Guelma and Kherrata (1945) : Following pro-independence
demonstrations, French repression resulted in between 15,000 and 45,000 deaths, with mass
executions, bombing of villages and civilians thrown into lime kilns.

Summary executions and mass rapes : Thousands of Algerians, including women and
children, have been summarily executed or have disappeared without a trace.

Use of napalm : The French army used napalm in certain mountainous areas where FLN
guerrillas were hiding.

The massacres of October 17, 1961, in Paris : A bloody crackdown on a peaceful
demonstration by Algerians resulted in dozens (perhaps hundreds) of deaths. Demonstrators
were beaten to death or drowned in the Seine by police, under the orders of Maurice Papon.

Battle of Algiers (1957) : Thousands of Algerians abducted by French paratroopers, tortured
then summarily executed or thrown into the sea.

Melouza Massacre (1957) : In retaliation against the FLN, the French army allowed the
massacre of 300 villagers by the ALN to proceed without intervening.

Charonne Massacre (February 8, 1962) : Brutal repression of a pro-independence
demonstration in France, causing 9 deaths.




Other significant colonial events

¢ Bloody repression in Madagascar (1947-1948) : The Malagasy revolt against colonialism
was brutally repressed, resulting in tens of thousands of deaths (between 30,000 and
100,000). Mass executions, torture, and the massacre of entire villages were committed.

¢ Repression in Cameroon (1955-1960) : The French army waged a secret war against the
UPC (Union of the Peoples of Cameroon) independence fighters, involving torture,
extrajudicial killings, and massive bombings of villages. The death toll is estimated to be
between 20,000 and 100,000.

e The Thiaroye Massacre (1944) : One of the most significant events is the Thiaroye
Massacre , where demobilized Senegalese riflemen were killed by the French army. These
soldiers, who had fought for the liberation of France, were demanding their back pay and
greater recognition. The repression was brutal, and the exact death toll remains uncertain
(officially 35, but probably much higher). Colonial riflemen were often judged more harshly
than metropolitan soldiers. Institutional racism played a role in these decisions, and many
colonial soldiers suffered executions disproportionately high compared to their European
counterparts. Yes, riflemen were executed, sometimes for disciplinary reasons, sometimes
for legitimate grievances. This past remains a sensitive subject of remembrance, particularly
for the soldiers' countries of origin.

These war crimes and crimes against humanity remain sensitive subjects in France and the countries
concerned, with some going unpunished or being denied by the French state. These crimes are gradually
beginning to be acknowledged. However, many archives remain classified, preventing full
transparency regarding the exact extent of the atrocities committed.



Has France ever rigged elections during decolonization to maintain control over a territory?

Yes, France has been accused of rigging elections during decolonization in order to maintain its
influence over certain territories. Here are some notable examples:

1. Togo (1956)

e Context : Before Togo's independence (which was under French trusteeship), a referendum
was held in 1956 on the status of the territory.

e Manipulation : France supported a status of internal autonomy under French control rather
than immediate independence, favouring pro-French political forces.

e As aresult, independence was delayed until 1960.

2. The 1958 Referendum in Africa

In the context of the constitutional referendum of September 28, 1958, the French colonies in Africa
and elsewhere had to choose between immediate independence or integration into the French
Community under the new Constitution of the Fifth Republic.

¢ Alleged manipulations : Political pressure, mass voting under surveillance, and falsification
of results have been denounced in several territories.

¢ Guinea is a special case : It was the only country to vote "No" and therefore to choose
independence. France's reaction was brutal: immediate withdrawal of all aid, destruction of
some infrastructure, and attempts to destabilize the government of Sékou Touré.

3. The 1958 Referendum in Djibouti

In Djibouti (formerly French Somaliland), the referendum was marred by numerous accusations of
fraud.

e Somali voters were allegedly prevented from voting or replaced by populations more in
favor of remaining under French control.

e Ultimately, the "Yes" vote for integration into the French Community prevailed, but
suspicions of manipulation persisted.

4. lvory Coast (1958)

e Context : Referendum of the French Community, allowing African territories to choose
between immediate independence or autonomy within the French Community.

e Manipulation : France strongly pressured African political leaders to opt for autonomy
rather than independence, threatening to cut off economic aid.

e As aresult, Ivory Coast first joined the French Community before gaining its independence
in 1960.

5. Gabon (1960)

e Context : During the preparation for independence, elections were organized under French
tutelage.

e Manipulation : France favoured Léon Mba, considered to be more aligned with French
interests, notably by exerting pressure on opponents.

¢ As aresult, Léon Mba won the elections and, after independence, France intervened



militarily in 1964 to keep him in power after a coup.

6. The Referendums in Algeria (1961 and 1962)

Two referendums were held on the self-determination of Algeria, one in 1961 and one in 1962.

e In 1961, the referendum took place under intense military and political pressure to secure a
vote in favor of the self-determination project while maintaining a relationship with France.

e In 1962, the referendum confirming Algeria's independence had an overwhelming result
(99.72% in favour), but the participation and transparency of the vote were called into
question.

7. Comoros (1974-1976)

e Context : A referendum on self-determination took place in 1974 in the Comoros
archipelago.

e Manipulation : Despite a vote in favor of independence (approximately 95%), France
invalidated the result for the island of Mayotte, which had voted overwhelmingly to remain
French. A second referendum, held only in Mayotte in 1976, confirmed this choice,
disregarding the principle of the archipelago's territorial integrity.

¢ As aresult, Mayotte remained under French sovereignty, while the other islands
became independent.

8. Djibouti (1977)

e Context : A referendum was held in 1977 to decide on the independence of the French
Territory of the Afars and the Issas (present-day Djibouti).

e Manipulation : Several accusations have emerged that France sought to maintain control of
the territory, notably through pressure on the Afar population, perceived as more favorable
to France.

¢ As a result: Despite these attempts, the "yes" vote for independence won with 98.8% of
the votes.

9. Referendums in New Caledonia

e In 1958 and 1987, referendums were marred by irregularities. In 1987, Kanak independence
supporters largely boycotted the vote, which resulted in a landslide victory for those in favor
of remaining part of France.

e More recently, the 2021 referendum was criticized for taking place despite the boycott by
pro-independence groups, thus influencing the result in favor of remaining in France.

Conclusion

France has indeed been accused of manipulating elections or exerting pressure on certain territories
during decolonization to preserve its influence. These events have left deep scars and continue to
fuel historical and political debates.

These cases show that France has used various strategies — biased referendums, support for pro-
French candidates, political and economic pressure — to influence the fate of its former colonies in
favor of its interests.



Has France ever rigged electoral lists in order to obtain a vote in its favor?

There are several instances in French history where accusations of voter roll manipulation or
election irregularities have been raised. However, there is no evidence of widespread, state-
orchestrated electoral fraud on a national scale. Here are a few examples of controversies:

1. The Republic of Mac Mahon (1877) : Under the Third Republic, accusations of
administrative pressure on voters and manipulation of lists existed, particularly under the
conservative government of Mac Mahon.

2. Electoral manipulation under the Fourth Republic : During this period (1946-1958),
certain dubious practices, such as the multiple registration of some voters or the unjustified
removal of opponents, were denounced, particularly in local elections.

3. Francafrique and overseas elections : Suspicions of electoral manipulation have existed in
Corsica and in some overseas territories, with reported cases of irregularities (ballot stuffing,
suspicious registrations, etc.).

4. Recent local affairs : More recently, some municipal elections have been annulled for fraud
(such as in Perpignan in 2008 where dubious proxy votes were used massively).

However, in metropolitan France and for national elections, controls are strict, and it is difficult to imagine
large-scale manipulation. Local incidents may have occurred, but they are generally detected and sanctioned
by the Constitutional Council or the Council of State.



Did France have a migration policy in New Caledonia aimed at making the Kanaks a
minority?

Yes, France pursued a migration policy in New Caledonia that contributed to making the Kanaks a
minority in their own territory. This policy unfolded in several phases and was part of a logic of
colonization, economic exploitation, and political control.

1. Penal and settlement colonization (19th - early 20th century)

e After taking possession of New Caledonia in 1853, France organized a penal and
agricultural colonization.

e FEuropean convicts and settlers were installed on land often taken from the Kanaks.

e The Kanaks were confined to indigenous reserves, limiting their access to fertile land.

2. The rise of nickel and mass immigration (20th century)

e From the 1960s-1970s onwards, nickel mining required a large workforce.

¢ France has encouraged immigration of workers from other French territories (Wallisians,
Futunians, Tahitians, Réunionnais) as well as from Metropolitan France.

e This has altered the demographic composition and diluted the political weight of the Kanaks.

3. A deliberate policy of assimilation and marginalization of the Kanaks

e For a long time, the French state implemented policies aimed at integrating the Kanaks into
the "national community" rather than recognizing their specific rights.

e The Kanaks have been politically and economically marginalized, which led to the tensions
and revolts of the 1980s (Ouvéa events).

e The Nouméa Accord (1998) sought to correct these imbalances by recognizing the
legitimacy of the Kanak people and establishing a process of decolonization.

4. Today: a challenge that remains relevant

e Despite the rebalancing provided for by the Nouméa Accord, the Kanaks remain a minority
component of the total population (approximately 40%).

e Migration flows from non-Kanaks continue to affect demographic and political balances.

e The question of independence, rejected in recent referendums, remains linked to this
demographic reality.

In summary, France has indeed promoted a migration policy that has contributed to making the Kanaks a
minority in New Caledonia, through colonization, economic immigration and settlement strategies.



Did France have immigration policies in its colonies aimed at making the indigenous
populations a minority?

Yes, France implemented migration policies in some of its colonies which had the effect of altering
demographic balances, but the explicit objective of making the indigenous populations a minority
was not systematic.

Cases where policies have led to the marginalization of indigenous
populations:

1. Algeria (1830-1962)

e Settler colonization in Algeria is an emblematic case where France encouraged the
settlement of European colonists (French, Spanish, Italians, Maltese, etc.).

e Through expropriation policies, the lands of the indigenous people (including
collective lands and habous) were redistributed to the settlers.

e The European population, although a minority (approximately 10% of the total
population in the 20th century), enjoyed a privileged status, while Muslims were
considered subjects and not French citizens.

2. New Caledonia (from 1853)

e Penal colonization and the settlement of European colonists were favoured to
marginalize the Kanaks.
e From the late 19th century onwards, land was confiscated from the indigenous
people and allocated to settlers.
e A system of segregation (the Indigenous Code) was applied, confining the Kanaks to
reserves.
3. The Antilles and Réunion (after the abolition of slavery in 1848)

e To address the labor shortage following the abolition of slavery, France encouraged
the immigration of contract workers from India, China, and Africa.

e This immigration transformed the demographic composition and weakened the
claims of the descendants of slaves.

Cases where there was no explicit policy of marginalization:

¢ In French-colonized sub-Saharan Africa, there was no mass settlement colonization, except
in isolated cases such as parts of Senegal or Ivory Coast where European communities
settled, but without supplanting the local populations.

¢ In Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos), the French presence was more economic and
administrative than demographic, with no real intention of replacing the indigenous
populations.

Conclusion :

While France did not always have an official policy aimed at making indigenous populations
minorities, it often encouraged strategic migrations that profoundly disrupted the demographic,
economic, and social balance in several colonies. Settler colonization in Algeria and New Caledonia
is undoubtedly the most striking example of a deliberate attempt at demographic transformation to



benefit European settlers.



Why, after each decolonization and independence of its former colonies, did France retain
parts of its territories?

The situation where France retained certain territories after independence is the result of a
combination of local choices , geopolitical strategies , and legal legacies of decolonization . Each
case has its own history, but the main mechanisms can be summarized as follows:

1. Strategic, military and maritime interests

Some territories remained French because they offered significant strategic advantages:

Scattered Islands (Tromelin, Glorious, Juan de Nova, Europa, Bassas da
India)

e Uninhabited territories located in an extremely rich maritime area:
o fishing areas,
¢ potential hydrocarbons,
e maritime routes.

e Their preservation allows France to have a huge Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in the
Indian Ocean.

e France administered them as dependencies of Madagascar, but never formally ceded them .
When Madagascar gained its independence in 1960, these islands were not explicitly
transferred to the new state.

— This has created a disagreement: Antananarivo claims these territories, Paris considers that they
were not part of Malagasy territory at the time of independence.

2. The administrative legacy of the colonies

In several cases, the internal administrative boundaries of the colonial era were not clearly defined
or internationally recognized.

This has led to different interpretations:

e France considers : it has kept only what was not formally part of the colony gaining
independence.

e The newly independent states considered : everything that was part of the “historical
territory” had to be integrated.

3. The desire to maintain a global presence

France also sought to maintain a global geopolitical presence after decolonization:



¢ military bases (Djibouti, Réunion, Mayotte)
e Global maritime surveillance
e access to marine and underwater resources,

¢ diplomatic influence in strategic areas (Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean).

In summary

France retained certain territories after decolonization for two main reasons:
1. Strategic and economic issues (Scattered Islands, island territories).
2. The legal ambiguity of colonial borders .

However, in several cases (Mayotte, Scattered Islands), these situations remain contested by the
countries concerned and debated in international forums.
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