
Proposal for a common flag 

 



Context

Arising from the Noumea Agreement signed on May 5, 1998, the search for a common flag
aims, as stipulated in Article 1.5 of the Agreement's orientation document, to : express Kanak
identity and the future shared by all. 

Objective   

In  this  respect,  the  future  flag  of  the  country  will  aim,  in  addition  to  expressing  Kanak
identity,  to  promote  the  national  unity of  a  reconstituted  and post-racial  New Caledonia,
similar to what has been done in South Africa. 

Meaning and symbolism   

Description

Similar to the South African flag in both its design and its composition, the flag proposed here
is in reality simply the result of the fusion, into a single standard, of the two flags cited below,
adorning most of the country's institutional buildings since July 2010.  

To be recognizable from other national emblems, the flag presented here is intended to reflect
the main elements of New Caledonian history by incorporating all the colors used by the
country's  main  ethno-political  groups,  thus  combining  the  traditional  colors  of  the  Kanak
independence movements : 

- blue, red, green, yellow, black, constituting the current flag of the Kanak and Socialist
National Liberation Front (FLNKS)
     - with those of the French Republic : blue, white, red, representing the current national flag

However,  in  order  to  limit  the  stumbling  blocks,  which  are  numerous  in  this  type  of
development process, it was deemed more judicious to outsource, in favor of the country's
coat of arms, the symbolic component linked to the historically endemic emblems that are : 
      -  the sun, the hut, the spire and the toutoute, present on the FLNKS flag, the cagou, 
      -  the caravel, the nautilus, desired by some of the non-independence supporters, 
      -  and for others, the pirogue, etc. .

All of these symbols should appear on the coat of arms of New Caledonia and not on its flag,
although they may be associated with it in certain occasions and/or situations. To this end, it
might be appropriate to consider adding the coat of arms to the identity signs to be sought in
common, as provided for in the Noumea Accord, in addition to the name, flag, anthem, motto
and the design of its banknotes. 

With a design simple enough to be drawn by a child, this flag consists of a rectangle with
proportions 2:3, divided into 3 horizontal bands of blue, red and green, each incorporating a
white star outlined in yellow, joining in the middle in the form of a "Y", outlined in white, a
tricolor triangle (blue, white, red) located on the hoist (on the mast side), all bordered by a
black border. When the flag is unfurled, the triangular cockade is on the mast side. 



           Symbolism of colors   

Taking up all the colors of the 2 flags mentioned above, the one presented here also aims to 
take up the symbolism dedicated to them, namely : 

- for the independence flag, as explained by Jean-Marie Tjibaou in December 1984 
and taken up by the FLNKS group at the Congress in March 2011 : 

o blue synthetically symbolizing the sky and the surrounding Pacific  

"The color blue is the color of azure, of the sky and the sea, of immensity and transparency. It
is the most immaterial of colors that expresses the flight of being, the relationship between
man and that which governs his destiny. Blue is the light of day, of wisdom, and of awareness.
The gaze toward the beyond is the gaze directed toward the cosmos, knowledge and progress.
Blue signifies the space that opens the way to the liberation of the human being."

"Blue will symbolize eternity and the invisible world, the home of those who hear us but are 
no longer seen. This color will always remind the people of the memory of all those who have 
passed away. Blue will also symbolize the Pacific Ocean that surrounds us and our lagoon, 
which we have listed as a world heritage site." 

o red, which symbolizes the blood shed in the struggle, socialism and the
unity of the people

"The color red is the color of fire and blood. It represents the vital force, the heat and the 
ardent love, the blood shed, the warrior virtues, the liberating forces, it is the color of the 
revolution of the people and of socialism, it is also the symbol of the union of clans by the 
uterine bond and therefore of Kanak unity. Red is also the color of happiness. Purple red is 
the symbol of supreme power among most peoples." 

“The red will  symbolize our desire to live together,  it  is the power of the people,  it  will
indicate that our country will forever be a land of democracy so that our current and future
leaders will always remember that sovereignty belongs to the people.”

o green symbolizing the earth, ancestors, the richness of the soil and hope 

"The color green is the color of the earth, of our planet. It is the color of the plant kingdom
and of living waters, it represents "green pastures," food, the peasantry, the rural world. It is
the color of the awakening of nature, the awakening of life, of hope, of remedies. It is the
emblem of salvation."

"The green will symbolize the Earth and Nature, which have been generous to our country by 
providing it with essential, unique, and exceptional natural resources. The green will also 
recall the mythical connection to the Earth of the first occupants and the roots in this same 
land of those who contributed to its development." 

Although not reproduced in the same form, the representation of the yellow and black colors
presented here nevertheless tends to respect and transcribe the state of mind desired by its
authors, namely:



o for the yellow color, surrounding each star, this time symbolizes the wealth
of man, his faith in himself, in others as well as in a better future making 
him a new man. 

Yellow thus represents the enlightened man, full of respect, solidarity and inclined to sharing 
and equity between citizens of the Country as advocated by the declaration of the rights of 
man and of the citizen. 

o for the black color, constituting the border of the flag, this symbolizes the 
unity in our country as well as the memory of the elders and the given word
forming the framework of all our actions. 

Black also represents the Melanesian arc and its peoples surrounding New Caledonia to the
East with Fiji,  to the North with the Solomon Islands,  Vanuatu,  to the West Papua New
Guinea, see the aborigines of Australia and New Caledonia to the South.

- for the French tricolor flag : 

o the 3 colors that are blue, white and red recalling the triptych of the French
Revolution and symbolizing in addition to the different categories of the
people (elite, intermediate category, people), especially the motto of France
namely: "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity".

Through this prism of reading, we find respect for the wishes of Jean-Marie Tjibaou who 
insisted that the initial colours of the French Revolution remain present in the FLNKS flag 
with the exception of white, if this symbolised the monarchy and oppression. 

To the traditional colors of the FLNKS, a new color has been added: 

o white, present :

 within each star symbolizing the freedom desired by each man and 
the light guiding us towards it. 

 as well as within 2 bands delimiting the red color which can be 
interpreted as the 2 banks of a river symbolizing peace, justice 
containing the symbolism of red cited above and necessary for the 
desire to live together. 

           Symbolism of the triangular cockade   

Preserved like the Union Jack on the flags of certain countries that were once part of the 
British fold (Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, etc.), the French tricolor flag is retained here in 
order to recall, whatever the institutional future of the country, the unbreakable link between 
New Caledonia and France. 

Presented in the form of half a triangular cockade, oriented towards the right and pointing like
an arrow indicating a direction in the colours of the independence movement, the tricolour
flag  thus  represented  is  intended  to  be  symbolic  of  the  accompanied  evolution  of  New



Caledonia as desired by the Noumea Accord and its signatories,  from a status of full and
complete belonging to France towards an emancipation leading to an expanded autonomy or
total independence of the country.

            Symbolism of the inverted “Y”   

The  inverted  "Y",  connecting  the  French flag  and the  independence  flag,  symbolizes  the
junction and union of these two components necessary for a common destiny and the desire to
live together. Separated at its base, it is now one, guiding the steps of Caledonians along the
same path and the same direction, that of shared happiness and freedom. 

            Symbolism of the star   

Also called a straight pentagram, the most common and universal interpretation sees in the 5-
pointed star a representation of man with his 5 extremities: 2 arms, 2 legs, at the top the head.
This reading grid is particularly explicit in the representations where Man is represented with
legs apart and arms horizontal. 

Symbolism generally  associates  this  image  of  man  with  five  perfectly  developed  virtues:
wisdom, love, truth, justice, and kindness. 

The star also represents the freedom desired by every human being and the light that guides us
towards it.

Furthermore, and always with a view to evolution and continuity, the star could be interpreted
as succeeding the "independence" sun, representing night after day, twilight with the rays of 
dawn, and could symbolize the end of internal struggles and the hope for a better future, 
wished for like a wish as a shooting star passes by. 

The use of the star could also prove interesting in practice to the extent that when a flag flies
upside down, it can mean from a military point of view that the base or the buildings where it
flies  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy or  more  generally  that  there  is  a  distress
situation. Thus, the star represented upside down would symbolize this signal all the more
since in symbolism, the inverted pentagram embodies the devil, that is, evil. 

            Symbolism of the number 3   

Reflecting in particular through the number of stars present on the flag proposed here, the 
symbolism of the number 3, integrated in a conscious way, constitutes, as advocated by 
certain civilizations, religions or others, the expression of the perfect number representing 
totality, the completion, on the contrary, for example, of the number 2 which implies the 
existence of direct relationships of comparison, opposition, even confrontation. 

Associated with the symbolism of the star, the number 3 is intended here to represent certain
triptychs specific to New Caledonia and its population and having marked its history, such
as : 

- the country's three main population groups: the Kanaks, the Caledonians (white or
Caldoches) and the "others",

- the three main partners of the various agreements : the independence supporters, the
loyalists and the State,



- the three provinces that emerged from the first (Matignon) agreements: Southern
Province, Northern Province and the Province of the Islands, etc.

Thus the number 3 represented on this flag through the 3 stars is intended to be the reflection,
like the whole of this standard, of the necessary work of listening, respect and dialogue to be
carried out between all in order to be able to build and offer to the future generations of the
country the bases of a better future, allowing the people of origin to constitute with the men
and women who live there a human community affirming its common destiny (Preamble to the
Noumea Accord).


